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REMARKS 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-25 are pending in the instant application. Claims 1-25 stand 
rejected. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested in light of the 
following amendments, declaration and remarks. 

Objection to Declaration 

The Examiner objected to the originally submitted Declaration. 
Applicant submits that the data sheet submitted with the filing provides the title 
as requested by the examiner, along with the date as provided on the 
submission of missing parts, and therefore Applicant has complied with all of 
the declaration requirements. Accordingly, Applicant believes this objection 
has been overcome. 

Rejection under 35 USC 112 

Claims 13-17 stand objected to as being indefinite for using the term 
"may be" in claim 13. Applicant has amended claim 13 to substitute "capable 
of being" and therefore clarifies the meaning of the "may be term" to a definite 
term. Accordingly, Applicant believes this rejection ahs been overcome. 

Rejection under 35 USC 103 

Claims 1-25 stand rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mulligan et al (6,454,873) in combination with Yount (4,300,955) and 
Dong (6,251,224). 

To preclude reliance by the Examiner upon the Mulligan et al. patent, 
Applicant submits herewith a Declaration under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 of John W. 
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Yount, inventor. In accordance with recognized practice, the inventor 
demonstrates invention prior to the filing date of the Mulligan et al application. 

The effective U.S. filing date of the Mulligan et al. patent is May 11, 
1999. Mr. Yount's Declaration is effective to show completion of the claimed 
invention before May 11, 1999 and diligence through reduction to practice. 
Thus, any further use of the Mulligan et al. patent in a rejection should be 
avoided. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the above Declaration Under 37 
C.F.R. §1.131 removes Mulligan et al as a reference. None of the other 
references cited teach or suggest the subject matter of the Mulligan et al patent 
relied upon for the basis of the rejection, and therefore Applicant believes the 
Declaration therefore obviates the rejections under 35 USC §103. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that the 35 USC §103 rejection of claims 1-25 
be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants submit that claims 1-25 are allowable. The Examiner is 
invited to telephone the Applicants' undersigned agent at (740) 321-7167 if any 
unresolved matters remain. 

If any questions should arise with respect to the above Remarks, or if the 
Examiner has any comments or suggestions to place the claims in better 
condition for allowance, it is requested that the Examiner contact Applicants' 
attorney at the number listed below. 
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Applicants authorize any fees required pertaining to this response, 
including any extensions of time, be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-0568. 



Date: 

Law Dept./Attn. Docket Administrator 
Owens-Corning 

2790 Columbus Road, Building 1 1 
Granville, Ohio 43023 
(740) 321-7167 



Respectfully submitted, 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Previously Amended) A process for reclaiming 
fibers from a resinous fibrous product comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting an acid for use in an acid bath solution as a 
function of a type of a resinous residue found on the resinous 
fibrous product; 

(b) inserting the resinous fibrous product into a 
washer/extractor machine, wherein said resinous fibrous product 
comprises a form including a strand form and a mat form; 

(c) while said resinous fibrous product is in said machine, 
performing the steps of: 

(i) introducing said resinous fibrous product to said 
acid bath solution heated to approximately 200 degrees 
Fahrenheit for a period of time sufficient to substantially 
remove said resinous residue from a fiber portion of the 
resinous fibrous product; 

(ii) removing said acid bath solution and said resinous 
residue from said washer/extractor machine; 

(iii) rinsing said fiber portion to remove any residual 
acid bath solution and resinous residue; 

(d) removing said fiber portion from said washer/extractor 
machine; and 

(e) dewatering said fiber portion. 

2. (Original) The process of claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
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(iv) applying a sizing composition to said fiber portion prior to 
the step of (d) removing said fiber portion from said washer/extractor machine. 

3. (Original) The process of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
forming a fiberglass mat from said fiber portion after the step of dewatering 
said fiber portion. 

4. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the step of (b) 
inserting the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine 
comprises the step of (b) inserting the resinous fibrous product within a single 
chamber washer/extractor machine. 

5. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the step of (b) 
inserting the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine 
comprises the step of (b) inserting the resinous fibrous product within an 
electronically controlled single chamber washer/extractor machine 

6. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the step of (b) 
inserting the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine 
comprises the step of (b) inserting the resinous fibrous product within a multi- 
chamber washer/extractor machine. 

7. (Original) The process of claim 1, wherein the step of (b) 
inserting the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine 
comprises the step of (b) inserting the resinous fibrous product within an 
electronically controlled multi-chamber washer/extractor machine. 



7 



251 10A 



8. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
(f) drying said fiber portion in an oven. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the acid bath solution 
comprises said acid and a quantity of water in a ratio of between ten and fifty 
percent acid to water by volume. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said resinous fibrous 
product comprises glass fibers. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
forming a slurry comprising said fibers and a binder; and 

forming a wet-process mat from said slurry. 

12. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , 
wherein the step of forming said slurry comprises the step of forming 
a slurry within said washer/extractor machine, said slurry comprising 
said fibers and a binder. 

13. (Twice Amended) A method for recovering a 
resinous residue from a resinous fibrous product [that may be] 
capable of being further processed into a usable nitrogen product 
comprising the steps of: 

'■:■••-*•'»*-*■ selecting an acid for use in an acid bath solution as a function ' • 
of a type of the resinous residue found on the resinous fibrous 
product; 
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inserting the resinous fibrous product within a 
washer/extractor machine, wherein the resinous fibrous product is in 
the form of a plurality of strands or in the form of a mat; 

introducing said resinous fibrous product to said acid bath 
solution heated to approximately 200 degrees Fahrenheit for a period 
of time sufficient to substantially remove the resinous residue from a 
fibrous portion of the resinous fibrous product; 

removing said acid bath solution and the resinous residue 
from said washer/extractor machine; 

introducing said acid bath solution and the resinous residue 
into a cooling line to precipitate the resinous residue; and 

removing the precipitated resinous residue from said acid bath 
solution using a clarifier. 

14. (Original) The process of claim 13, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within a single chamber 
washer/extractor machine. 

15. (Original) The process of claim 13, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within an electronically controlled 
single chamber washer/extractor machine. 

16. (Original) The process of claim 13, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within a multi-chamber 
washer/extractor machine. 
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17. (Original) The process of claim 13, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within an electronically-controlled 
multi-chamber washer/extractor machine. 

1 8. (Previously Amended) A method for reclaiming 
fibrous and a resinous residue from a resinous fibrous product in the 
form of a strand or a mat comprising the steps of: 

selecting an acid for use in an acid bath solution as a function 
of a type of the resinous residue found on the resinous fibrous 
product; 

inserting the resinous fibrous product within a 
washer/extractor machine; 

introducing said resinous fibrous product to said acid bath 
solution heated to approximately 200 degrees Fahrenheit for a period 
of time sufficient to substantially remove the resinous residue from a 
fibrous portion of the resinous fibrous product; 

removing said acid bath solution and said resinous residue 
from said washer/extractor machine; 

rinsing said fibrous portion to remove any residual acid bath 
solution and resinous residue; 

removing said fibrous portion from said washer/extractor 
machine; 1 > 

dewatering said fibrous portion; 

introducing said acid bath solution and said resinous residue 
into a cooling line to precipitate said resinous residue; and 
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removing said precipitated resinous residue from said acid 
bath solution using a clarifier. 

19. (Original) The process of claim 1 8, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within an electronically-controlled 
single-chamber washer/extractor machine 

20. (Original) The process of claim 18, wherein the step of inserting 
the resinous fibrous product within a washer/extractor machine comprises the 
step of inserting the resinous fibrous product within a multi-chamber 
washer/ extractor machine . 

2 1 . (Original) The process of claim 1 8, further comprising the step of 
drying said fibrous portion in an oven. 

22. (Original) The process of claim 18, further comprising the step of 
applying a sizing composition to said fibrous portion prior to the step of 
removing said fibrous portion from said washer/extractor machine. 

23. (Original) The process of claim 18, wherein said acid bath 
solution comprises said acid and a quantity of water in a ratio of between ten 
and fifty percent acid to water by volume. 

24. (Original) The process of claim 23, wherein said acid is 
phosphoric acid. 
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25. (Original) The process of claim 18 further comprising the step of 
forming a fibrous mat from said fibrous portion after the step of dewatering 
said fibrous portion. 
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